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EMERGING DISEASE: 4 
THREATS TO OUR NATIVE WILDLIFE 
— Nicole S. Amato
A host of diseases that threaten wildlife populations — 
and sometimes even ourselves — are spreading 
around the globe in ever increasing numbers … 

CHOICE FLIES FOR CHOICE WATERS 14 
— James E. Malo

A master fly tier shares his favorite feathered recipes 
for some Bay State trout waters. Try your hand at them 
this winter and be ready for fast action this spring ... 

YOU JUST SAW A WHAT IN OUR YARD? 18 
— Joan L. Farr

A veteran backyard wildlifer shares some interesting 
viewing experiences and good advice on how to turn 
your yard or other property into an oasis for wildlife … 

FISHERMAN'S LIMNOLOGY 26 
— Barnet Sherman 

Limnology is the study of “what goes on in fresh 
waters.” Knowing what's happening down under can 
help crank up the fishing action … 
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On the Cover: This ruffed grouse, by all appearances 
a rather messy eater, is among the many native species 
that benefit from well appointed backyard wildlife 
habitats. Many of the small-fruit varieties of hawthorn 
and flowering crabapple trees have clinging fruit that 
will attract hungry grouse, thrushes, waxwings, 
catbirds, flickers and grosbeaks throughout the 
winter. A cloth covered open kitchen window served 
as a blind to capture this wily partridge on film. It was 
photographed with a 600 mm Nikon lens on 
Kodachrome PKR film. Photo © by Bill Byrne 
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